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By Yearning For God
(Is. 45:9—15)

In the Bible, praying expresses ‘to seek God's face’ (1 Chr
16:11, 2 Chr 7:14). On the other hand, when the response of
prayer does not appear quickly, it indicates ‘to hide God’s face’
(Deut 33:17, Ps 27:9).

“Truly you are a God who hides himself, O God and Savior
of Israel (Is 45:15).

The prophet, Isaiah foretold that Israel would perish due
to the idol worship of Israelites and they would be called as
Babylonian prisoners of war. During that period, the Lord’s
devoted people earnestly prayed, but Israel would fall into an
abyss of deeper despair. Then, the Israelites asked the following
question to God.

“Is God really living? If He is living, is he hiding Himself?”

1. Is God love?

When we sometimes are in a difficult
situation, we begin to entertain a doubt about
that God is love. The suffering that Joseph
experienced in his youth made him live a
blessed life. Therefore, when we see the
realities of life, we never hesitate to conclude
that God is not love.

2. Is God omnipotent?

When our pray is not answered quickly,
we often think that God is not omnipotent.
But you must know that the method that
we want is completely different from the
method that God works. Therefore, until you
fully understand God's whole will, you never
foolishly conclude that God is omnipotent.

3. Is God unchangeable?

We believe God’s many miracles that he
performed through the Bible and the history
of Christianity. And now, many people say
that nowadays such a miracle similar to it
does not happen. They also ask, ‘Is it true
that God who was yesterday is the same as today?” “Is he unchangeable?”
What God is unchangeable is that his existence is unchangeable but His
response method is not unchangeable.

My beloved Christians,

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways  (Is 55:8). God's will was completely different from the Israelites’.
God asks, for a potter to make a pot, “Is is appropriate for asking you,
what are you making? Why do you make like this?” At the moment when
we forgot His creation, we are full of arrogance.

In the unknown hardship, by yearning for God and enjoying the
peace, I sincerely pray that all of you will be God’s people in the name of
Jesus Christ.
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